
Access control for modern  
school security
Keeping students and staff safe is a top concern for school 
districts. One of the main challenges is securing doors 
during the school day. With basic locking mechanisms, 
there’s no way of knowing if a door has been propped open 
or a security gap exists. Mechanical brass keys and locks 
don’t really help matters. Keys are easily lost and difficult 
to track and having someone regularly check that all doors 
are secured is time-consuming. With limited resources and 
evolving industry standards, Security Directors are faced 
with a difficult question: how can we maintain a secure 
environment in a simple and cost-effective way, while 
ensuring students and staff stay focused on learning?

This is where Security Center Synergis™ can help. With this 
intuitive IP access control solution, you can become more 
pro-active at securing your doors, without detracting from 
the school experience. Even with limited budgets and staff, 
the flexibility of the system will help you evolve. You can add 
new technologies over time and adapt to changing mandates, 
as needed. 
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Security Center Synergis 
for K-12 schools

The benefits of Synergis

Manage people, not doors

Manage the flow of people in your campus and school buildings. 
Equip students and staff with access control cards and assign 
permissions based on the cardholder’s role. You can also add 
readers to cabinets and drawers and monitor access to testing 
materials, medications, confiscated materials, and expensive 
electronics. This ensures only authorized individuals have access 
to your schools’ assets and buildings. 

Work with local law enforcement

To speed up responses to emergencies, your school can share 
system access with local law enforcement. Should a situation 
escalate into an emergency, a push of a button will automatically 
alert police officers and give them video access to prepare for a 
response. If there is a lockdown situation, only police cardholders 
would be able to access restricted areas of the building. This 
ensures everyone stays safe, while officers diffuse the situation. 

Keep hardware to reduce costs 

With Synergis, you can minimize initial upgrade costs by easily 
switching to electronic locks. Or, if you have an old legacy 
system, you might be able to keep wiring and readers. Then 
as more budget becomes available, you can replace older 
equipment with new access control solutions. As technology 
advances and government mandates change, the open system 
allows you to evolve your door security.  
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Expand systems with minimal resources

If you need to add access control to a new building or modernize 
an existing system, you can try the Synergis SaaS edition. This 
pay-as-you-go cloud solution requires less hardware, so you 
can speed up installation and reduce costs. Since this edition 
is always up-to-date and secure, there’s little maintenance 
required. That means your team can focus on other important 
tasks. 

Defend against cyber threats

Student and staff records, identities, and data are increasingly at 
risk. With Synergis, you can rely on built-in security mechanisms 
and varied lines of defense to keep your environment and your 
data safe. These technologies help you protect communication 
from the credential to software and ensure your data doesn’t 
end up in the wrong hands.   

Respond with confidence

Through our Security Center platform, you can unify your 
access control, video surveillance, intercom, and other systems. 
From the unified interface, your team will receive a notification 
with live video as soon as a visitor approaches the main entrance 
and tries to open a door. Operators can use an interactive map 
or mobile app to quickly see what’s happening and respond 
either by having a quick conversation or alerting the police.  
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Centralized multi-site monitoring   
Monitor all your schools from one location using the Security 
Center Federation™ feature. You can view reports and manage 
door events across all your schools to streamline district security 
from one central head-end.  

Effective threat management  
Using threat level management, you can react to changing 
security conditions at a moment’s notice. With a press of a 
button, you’re able to quickly lockdown or unlock zones or entire 
buildings. The behavior of your system will adapt in response to 
the threat level, providing only the tools and procedures you need 
to handle the situation.

Easy cardholder maintenance   
Save time and eliminate errors by integrating Synergis with 
Microsoft Active Directory. This allows you to synchronize your 
Windows user accounts with your user and cardholder accounts.  
Should staff leave or retire, one click will de-activate their building 
access rights and system privileges.

Capabilities that help you reach your security goals

To learn more about how Genetec solutions help keep K-12 schools safe, visit 
genetec.com/solutions/industries/education

Efficient door schedules   
Program your system to lock and unlock specific doors according 
to school schedules. This allows staff and students to freely enter 
and exit the building during regular school opening and closing 
hours, while doors stay locked during the day. It also frees up busy 
hall monitors and administrative staff for other tasks since they no 
longer have to manually secure all school doors.

Convenient teacher privileges  
During the school day, teachers, can initiate ‘Supervisor Mode’ by 
double tapping their card to a reader. This will unlock the door so 
students can enter or exit an area or room. They can then double 
tap the card again to lock the door.

Streamlined visitor management   
Use a built-in visitor management module to easily assign 
credentials to guests or contractors. You can also use Synergis 
to extend the visitor management functionality to scan driver's 
licenses for quick checks against national databases.
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